
O
uter Ear�

N
ot just for decoration, the�
shape of the outer ear�
helps funnel sound to-�

w
ards the inner ear.�

M
iddle Ear�

The m
iddle ear is com

posed�
of the stirrup, anvil and�
ham

m
er; 3 tiny bones that�

vibrate w
hen hit by sound�
w

aves.�

 Ear D
rum

�
A

 thin, round piece of tissue that�
separates the outer ear from

 the�
inner ear.�

Inner Ear�
S

ound w
aves from

 the m
iddle ear�

are transferred to the fluid-filled tube�
of the inner ear. The sounds m

ake�
the fluid vibrate, stim

ulating tiny hair�
cells w

ithin the tube.�

N
erve Fibers�

N
erve fibers transfer signals�

to the brain. The hair cells in�
the inner ear pass along�

 signals across the auditory�
nerve and into the brain,�
w

hich deciphers them
 a a�

certain sound.�
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